Missile tract infections after transcolonic gunshot wounds.
Severe invasive infections around missiles or missile tracts may occur after transcolonic gunshot wounds. Observations in seven patients disclosed that infections of bone, soft tissue, retroperitoneum, and vascular structures resulted from the contamination of these tissues by missiles that had passed through the lumen of the colon. The infections were frequently obscure and difficult to diagnose unless the missile was considered to be a potential source of contamination. Two of seven patients died as a direct result of infection. Aggressive debridement of missile tracts, removal of accessible missiles, and adjunctive antibiotic therapy were useful.